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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 
1. By Regulation (EEC) N°s 2930/76 of 29.11.1976 (1) and 1645/77 of 20.7.1977 
(2)~ the Council opened and aLLocated among the Member States for 1977 
a Community tariff quota for unwrought magnesium falling within sub-
heading 77.01 A of the Common Customs Tariff and totaLLing 9 800 metric 
tons, which moreover did not preclude adjustments during the quota 
period. This total comprised 1 100 metric tons of extra pure magnesium; 
2 325 metric tons of unwrought magnesium not in aLLoy and 6 375 metric 
tons of unwrought magnesium in aLLoy. 
2. A review of the state of the market in magnesium and of Community requirements 
for imports from non-member countries was carried out at the meeting of 
~he Economic Tariff Problems Group, held on 27 September 1977, on the· 
basis of the usual estimates for 1977 provided by the Member States in 
respect of the three qualities of magnesium used for the initiaL quota, 
It emerged from this discussion that: 
a) at the review carried out at the same period, the state of the 
Community market in magnesium in 1977 appeared to be substantiaLLy 
the same as in 1976; 
b) the Community production capacities are not fuLLy utilized especially 
in France, where it has not been possible to reduce the stocks of 
. magnesium not in aLLoy built up in 1976 and equivalent to three months' 
production, and in Italy where, owing to Lack of purchasersf 
the extra-pure magnesium produced has been sold as magnesium not in 
aLLoy built up in 1976 and equivalent to three months' production, 
and in Italy where, owing to Lack of purchasers, the extra-pure magnesium 
produced has been sold as magnesium not in aLLoy, and where stocks 
of magnesium not in aLLoy have been built up. 
c) the estimates put forward by the Member States set the usual factors 
for calculating the quota at the following appro&imate fevels for 1977: 
- consumption 
- production 
55 798 metric tons 
25 700 metric tons 
- inward processing traffic 3 100 metric tons 
- duty-free imports carried out under 
other preferential tariff treatment 
(EFTA, associated countries, etc.) 3 304 metric tons 
- exports to non-member countries 2 280 metric tons 
- unusual stocks existing on 31 
December 1976 
(1) OJ N° L 334, 3.12.1976, p. 3 
(2) OJ N° L 184, 23.7.1977, p. 1 
2 500 metric tons 
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d) on this basis and in view of the quota volume of 9 800 tonnes 
already opened the Community requirements as regards imports from 
non-member countries until the end of the current year would be 
set at about 11 114 tonnes, i.e. 250 tonnes of extra pure magnesium, 
6 159 tonnes of magnesium not in alloy and 4 705 tonnes of magnesium 
.in alloy. 
3. The Commission considers it n~cessary however, taking into account the 
uncertai~ty as to the level which Community consumption might reach 
during 1977, and also the quantities available within the Community to 
confine itself to an increase of 2.500 tonnes in the quota v0lume. 
4. As regards the splitting up for the 2 500 tonnes under consid~ration into 
the three qualities of magnesium, it should be noted that the Community 
requirements for imports from non-member countries of extra-pure 
magnesium of the order of 1 850 metric tons could be covered to a 
large extent by ~he quota already opened 1 100 tonnes and by the 
Community production of about SOD tonnes. 
An immediate increase of 250 tormes allocatea to this quality of magnesium 
.should cover the short-term requirements of the Community industries. 
Moreover, it is proposed that the balance, i.e. 2 250 tonnes be split 
up among the other two qualities taking account of the supply possibilities 
of the Community industry, the present level of stocks built up since 
the end of 1976 and the present industrial capacity and thus to allocate 
400 metric tons to unwrought magnesium not in alloy and 1 850 metric 
tons to unwrought magnesium in alloy. 
5. The supplementarY volumes of 250 and 1 .850 metric tons proposed for 
extra-pure magnesium and magnesium in alloy are allotted to the Community 
reserv~s as set up, whereas the supplementary volume allocated to unwrought 
magnesium ~ot in a~loy is,_after deduction of the quantity allotted to 
the Community reserve, divided among the Member States according to the 
percentages originally used • 
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Proposal for 
COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC) __ .; 
---:· -- " . 
increasing the Community tariff quota opened .for 197 7 for unwrought magne-
sium falling within subheading 77.01 A of the Common Customs Tariff 
THE COUN<;:IL OF THE EUROP~AN 
cOMMUNITIES, 
Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European 
Economic Community, and in particular Article 113 
thereof1 ' 
Having regard to the proposal from the Commission, 
Whereas, for unwrought ·magnesium falling within 
subheading 77.0 I A of the Common Customs Tariff, a 
Communi(y tariff quota for 1977 totalling 9 800 
tonnes was opened by the Council and allocated 
among the Member States by Regulations (EEC) No 
2930/76'(j5d (EEC) No 1645/77 (2); 
\'<lhereas the economic data at present available with 
regard to the consumption, production, exports to 
non-member countries, imports under the inward 
processing or other preferential tariff arrangements 
and to the abnormal stocks existing in one 'Member 
State on 31 December 1976 enable it to be estimated 
that CommUnity requirements for imports from non-
member countries could reach, in the course of 1977, 
a level of 20 900 'tonnes; whereas in view of the 
quota volume' already opened b~the abovementioned 
Regulations, of the uncertainty as to the levels which 
Community production and consumption might 
reach and of the quantitie5 available within the · 
Community either from stocks accumulated in 197 ·6 
or from production in 197 7 the increase ·should bf 
limited to 2 SOD tonnes; 
Whereas in view, moreover, on the one hand of the 
present requirements in unwrought magnesium with a 
pure content of not less than 99·95% and on the 
other hand. of the quant;ties available in. the Commu-
nity and also the possibility of duty-free imports 
under agreements concluded by the Community with 
certain non-acceding EFTA countries, it can be esti-
mated that short-term requirements for imports of 
(I) OJ No L334, 3·.12.1976, 
(') OJ No L.1~4,. 23. 7.1976, 
p. 3 
p. 1 
.,. 
unwrought magnesium may, within the limit of the 
proposed increase, reach 250 tonne,Sof unwrought 
magnesium containing 99·95 % or more by weight of 
pure magnesium (extra-pure magnesium), 4QP 
tonnes· . of unwrought magnesium containing 
99·8 % or more by weight and not exceec;ling 
99·95 % of pure magnesium (unwrought magnesium 
not in alloy), and 1 850 tonnes of unwrought 
magnesium containing less than 99·8 % by weight of 
pure magnesium (unwrought magnesium in alloy); 
Whereas as far as the distribution of the above quota 
volume between Member States is concerned, it is 
necessary to allot to the Community reserves all the 
supplementary volumes allocated to extra-pure magne-
sium and unwrought magnesium in alloy and also a 
relatively small part of the supplementary volume allo· 
cated to unwrought magnesium not in alloy, the 
balance of this volume being divided among the 
Member States in accordance with the percentages 
originally used, 
HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATlON: 
,AI'tide 1 
The volume of the Community tariff quota opened by 
Regulations (EEC) No 2930/76and )EEC) N° 1645/77 
for unwrought mngnesium falling within subheading 
77.01 A of the Common Customs Tariff is hereby 
increased from9 80Dto 12 300 tonnes. 
This increase of 2 500 tonne shall be allocated as 
' follows : 
(a) 250 ton~es of unwrought magnesium 
containing 99·95 % or more by weight of pure 
magnesium (extra-pt1re magnesium), intended for 
the nuclear industry and under customs supciVi-
sion .or equivalent administrative supervision; J 
·, 
•' 
(b) 400 tonoes '• of unwrought magnesium 
containing not less than 99·"8 % but less than 
99·95% by weight of pure magnesium 
(unwrought magnesium not in alloy);. 
(c) 1850 tonnes ___ of unwrought magnesium 
containing less than 99·8 °/o by weight of pure 
magnesium (unwrought magnesium in alloy). 
---- -~- -~~- - - -
sium not in alloy, shall be allocated among the 
Member States as follows: 
si ~J j.tt,- ~::~ ~ Cin tonnes) 
Benelux 60.3 
Denmark 0. 1 
Germany 244 
France 12. 1 
Ireland 0.1 
Al'ticlt2• Italy 1.2 
· - United Kingdom 42 2 The volumes of 2~0 tonnes and 1 850 tonnes· • 
referred to in Article I (a) and (c).allocated to-extra-. 2. The second tranche of40 tonnes shall be 
pure unwrought magnesium intended for the nuclear a l· loted to thE!. Community -
~~....,..·-·-·--··-industry and to unwrought ~agnesium in alloy shall ·reserve for unwrought magnesium 
be allotted to the Commumty reserves set up under not in alloy provided for in Article 3 (2) of Regulation 
Articles 2 (1) and 3 (2) of Regulation (EEC) No 2930/76 (EEC) No Z930/76s amended py Regulation (EEC) 
as amended by Regulation (EEC) No 1645/7(\vhich' No 1645/77 which shall be' increased from 
shall thus be mcreased from 1100 to 1350 tonnes 210 to ·so t · t · 
and from 3225 to 507S·.tonnes«spectively. " me rl c ons. 
Al'ticle 4 
Article 3 
1. A first tranche of the amount referred to in 
This Re,gulation shall enter into force on the seventh day 
following its publi,ation in the Official journal of 
the Eitropt:an Communitir:J. Article 1 {b), of 369_o~onne~ of unwrought magne•o · 
., 
,;-, 
: 
This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member 
States. 
0_,.._..._.........~~~~ 
J?one at Brussels1 r 
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For the_ Council 
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I. 
FICHE FINANCIERE Date 13.10.77 
1. Lign~ budg6taire concern~e Chap. 12 art. 120 
2. Base juridique Article 113 du traft~ 
3. Intitule de la mesure tarifaire Proposition de reglement portant 
augmentation du volume du contingent tarifaire communautaire ouvert, pour 
1 I i:lUUee 1977 J pour le magn~SiUffi br'ut 
I o' 
4. Objectif Assurer le respect :d~s engagements contractuels de la 
Connnunaute. I. 
s. Mode de calcul 
No du T.D.C. 77.01 A 
- Volume du/Ms contingent.(M 2.500 tonnes 
- Droits a appliquer 0 % 
Droits du T.D.C. 8 % (4 ,8 % dans C.E.E. a 6) 
6. Perte de recettes : 
i 
I I 
i 
i" 
I'· 
non allie Norvege : 350.269 UC x 4,8 % ~ 
aut res pays .: 583.781 · UC x 8 % c1 
allie :,Norvege: 1.241.147 UC x 4,8% ~ 
' autres pays : 936.304 UC x 8 % c~ 
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I I Arrondi a . 
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16.813 uc 
46.702 uc 
59.575 uc 
74.905UC 
197.995 uc 
198.000 uc 
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